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From:    Joanne Archambault, Executive Director

To:        Professionals in law enforcement, victim advocacy, and related fields

Re:        Responding to the needs of Katrina victims who have been sexually assaulted
In the last few days, I have received a number of calls and e-mails regarding sexual assaults that occurred in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  In fact, one member of our Board of Directors, Dr. Michael Weaver recently returned from New Orleans where he was helping to provide emergency medical care, and he brought news of numerous sexual assaults that he heard about while he was there.  I would like to respond regarding these reports, because there is a great deal of confusion surrounding the reporting procedures and options for victims in such a situation.

I’ve compiled several pages of technical assistance guidelines for law enforcement agencies who might receive a report of sexual assault from someone victimized and displaced by the hurricane.  These include technical guidelines for taking a courtesy report, and recommendations for the victim interview, evidence collection, and reporting procedures.  This information is intended for use both by law enforcement agencies faced with the prospect of such a report, as well as victim advocates and other professionals who provide assistance to sexual assault victims.

I know many of us are feeling frustrated because we are not sure how we can help those who are so profoundly affected by this tragedy.  I believe that most law enforcement professionals would also like to be able to help.  Taking a courtesy report is a concrete way those agencies and officers can provide assistance, not only to the victims of Hurricane Katrina but also the law enforcement professionals who are struggling to provide assistance and make it through the day.

For more information, please consult helpful resources such as the Model Policy and Training Keys on sexual assault investigation published by the International Association of Chiefs of Police (www.theiacp.org).  For questions or more assistance, you can also feel free to contact me directly, at (509) 684-9800.  I am available to assist law enforcement professionals with questions and concerns in this area, as well as victims advocates and others providing information, assistance, and support to sexual assault victims.
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